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Remainder of the Letter on Account of the French Encroachments to the Eaftward ; 
began in our laft. 


ROM all this you may reafonably conclude, that ’tis abfolutely neceflary 
& F the greateft Care fhould be taken in the prefent Treaty, that the French 
Be fhould not only quit Newfoundland entirely, but that they fhould not 
have the Liberty to fifh on that Coaft, to cure th. Fifh or \.¢Ifland, or to 
fortify any of the Neighbouring Iflands. mis | 

You find this was the Senfe of King Wi.iam, and his Parliament, by the 
abovementioned Aé&t ; therefore I don’t fee how any fuch Privilege, can be granted 
by Treaty to the French, without the repealing of that Aét, which I hope ne 
Briti/h Parliament will ever give into, 

My Reafons are thefe: 

1. ’Tis plain by what I have already faid, that they never had any Right to 
it, but what by indirect Methods they obtain’d from the Crown of Great-Britainy 
which is now made void by that Statute, or what they procur’d by the Sword : 
And as we are now fuperior to them in that Refpect, I hope we ever fhall be fo. 

2. If they be allow’d the Privilege of Fifhing and curing on the Coaft, either 
it mult be indefinite, or reftriSted to fuch and fuch Parts. If the former, then to 
be fure they will chufe the fame Places they now make ufe of ; which being the 
beft of the Ifland, they will have the fame Advantages over us they now enjoy, 
and fo the Ceffion can fignify nothing to us ; but on the contrary will make our 
Trade worfe than it is: For if they be allow’d the Ufe of our Harbours and Ports, 
they will furnifh our Settlements there with feveral Sorts of European Goods, 
cheaper than we can do; which will ruin the Trade that we had by furnifhing 


_our own Settlements, confidering, as I hinted already, that their Voyage is 


fhorter, and they victual and fail at lower Rates ; which, together with their 
having the Liberty of our Harbours while we are at the Charge of the Forts, 
and the better Vent they muft now have for their Fifh by being Mafters of Spain, 
will enable them to out-fell us, tho’ we Fifth and Cure in the fame Parts: Befides, 
‘by having the Freedom of our Ports, &c. ’twill minifter continual Occafions of 
(Quarrel betwixt our People and theirs, and in Cafe of any furture Rupture, which 
we can’t expect will be long a coming with a People of fuch an unconftant Faith, 
’twill make them capable of furprizing our Settlements, and of driving us out of 
them, as they have done already ; fo that I hope we fhal) never willingly make 
another Experiment of fuch troublefome Neighbours, 
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Then if they be reftrain’d to other Places worfe than thofe they now frequent, 
the Trade will be of little Ufe to them ; for we having the fame Advantage of 
being fooner at Market, and of the beft Harbours which they now have, {hall be 
able to out-fell them ; fo that we can’t expect the Friendfhip betwixt us to be 
durable in either Cafe. Therefore I think ’tis reafonable to conclude, that the 
muft not be allow’d either to fifh or to cure in or near Newfoundland, or the 
Iflands thereunto belonging. | 

I have heard that the French demanded not only a Privilege to fifhin the Sea of 
Newfoundland, and to cure their Fifh on the Coaft as hitherto, but likewife that 
all the Fortifications there fhould be demolifh’d ; that no others fhould be erected 
there, or on any of the adjacent Iflands ; and that they fhould have liberty to 
make a Settlement, and raife Fortifications on the Ifland of Cape-Breton. But I 
hope neither of thefe will ever be granted them. Not the firft, becaufe without 
Forts we can’t defend our Settlements, either againft the French in cafe of a new 
Rupture, or againft other Nations or Pirates, who may fetile there, if there be 
no Forts to hinder them; fo that we may be outed at Pleafure: Therefore the 
very Propofal looks with fo much of an ill Defign, and is fo difhonourable, that 
I don’t fee how any Englifhman can hear it without Emotions of Anger and 
Contempt. 

As to the 2d: If that be granted, we had as good leave them Newfoundland, 
Accadie, Fc. intire to themfelves ; for this Ifland of Breton is feparated from 
Accadie only by a narrow Channel, and lies fo near Newvfoundland, that if the 
French be allow’d to fettle and fartify there, they may when they will command 
both, and by the Help of their Canada Indians, diflodge us when they pleafe. 
Befides, by fortifying St. Peter’s Iiland, which lies at the N. W. Corner of the 
Bay of Placentia, they not only make that Bay ufelefs to us, but may be able to 
protect their own Ships which fifh and dry there, or fa into Canada River. 
And if they be allow’d to fettle at Petit Nord, which extends from Cape St. Yosn 
N. of Bonaviffa, to Cape Hamilton, the moft Northerly Point of Newfoundland ; 
this being the Place us’d by the St. AZa/o’s Ships, which are the greateft they 
imploy in the Trade; they will have the fame Advantage there they ever had, 
and greater: Becaufe, that being the fhorter Paflage to Canada, they can more 
eafily call in their Canada Indians. 

By all this ’tis plain, that when they demand the Ifle of Breton, with Leave to 
fortify there, they demand the Key of the whole Country ; for the Harbour at the 
Cape islarge and commodious for entertaining great Numbersof Ships. ‘The Place 
js naturally capable of being well fortify’d. “Fhe Ifland is about 60 Leagues long, 
10 or 12 broad, about 140 in Circuit ; abounds with Pines and Firs proper for 
Mafts, &c. And here they may erecta Fifhery for dry Fifh, which are to be 
had more early, and in greater Plenty at this Place than in Newfcundland : And 
by its Situation is not only capable, upon any Rupture, to deftroy our Trade, but 
to difturb our fifhing on the Coaft of New-£ngland ; which is of very great 
Importance. 

Befides, there’s a vifible Chicane in the Propofal ; for according-to the Com- 
miffion given to the #rench Governor, when we took Annapolts Reyal from the 
French, the Ifle of Breton was included in Nova-Scotia, which they propofe now 


to furrender ; And according to our own Accounts, and the abovemention’d 
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Act of King William, Breton and all the other adjacent Iflands to Netufoundland, 


are our own properly, exclufive of Aliens. 

There’s alfo an evident Chicane in the Propofal of Accadie, or Nova-Scotia, 
whofe Boundaries ought to have been afcertain’d for avoiding of Controverfies 
about its Limits in time to come; and fo much the rather, that the French have 
always been dangerous Neighbours to New-England. Sebaflian Cabot was the 
firft who difcover’d that Country for us ; and the firft Virginia Company reckon’d 
it Part of N. Virginia, and that all was their own which they,could difcover to the 
Northward, and was not poflefs’d by any other European Nation. Betides, by 
King “fames I’s Patent of this Country to Sir William Alexander, afterwards Earl 
of Sterling, he had a Grant of all the Lands and Iflands, Rivers, Bays, Sc. beyond 
Cape Sable, about Lat. 43. from the Equinoétial towards the North, and from 
the faid Cape all along the Shore Weftward to St. Mary’s Bay, and then towards 
the North, crofling that great Bay which runs Eaftward betwixt the Countries of 
the Suriguois and Etchemines to the River of the foly Cre/s, and to the remotett 
Fountain or Spring of it Weftward, that firft mixes with the faid River, and 
from thence by an imaginary direct Line Northward, to the next Bay, Spring, or 
River, that falls into the great River of Canada ; and from the faid River Eaft- 
ward along the Shore of the faid River to the Portor Harbour of Gachepe or Ga/pie; 
and then towards the South Eatt to the Iflands of Cape Breton or Bacalos, leavin 
the faid Iflands on the Right, and the Gulph of the great River of Canada int 
Newfcundland, with the Iflands therewnto belonging, on the Left; and from 
thence to Cate Breton, about the Latitude of 45. and from the faid Cape to the 
S.and W. to the abovemention’d Cape Sab/e, where the Boundary begins, in- 
cluding betwixt the faid Coafts and their Circumferences all the Lands of the 
Continent, with their Rivers, Brooks, Bays, Shores, Iflands or adjacent Seas, 
within fix Leagues of any Part of them, to the Weft or Eaft Part of the Coatts, 
and their Precinéts ; and from the South-Eaft, as Cape Breton lies, and the Weft- 
Part of the fame where Cape Sable lies, all the Seas and Iflands within 40 
Leagues of the faid Coafts, including the great Iiland call’d the Ue of Sable, 
or Sablon, lying towards the 8. S. E. about thirty Leagues from the faid Cape 
Breton in the Sea, about Latitude 44. So that nothing can be more Plain, than that 
the Ifle of Cape Breton is included in this Grant, and that the Boundaries of Nowa- 
Scotia are very exactly defcrib’d. From whence I think ’tis juft to infer, that the 
French muft be more particular in their Propofals, and not leave a Thing of this 
Confequence ambiguous; otherwife her Majefty being now in Pofleflion of 
Annapolis by her Arms, I hope we are in a Condition to do our felves Juftice. 
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The AMPHISBANA, A Fable. 


MONG all the Variety of ftrange Creatures that are produc’d in the Defarts 
of Africa, there is none more furprizing than the Amphifbzna ; or, that 
Sort of Serpent which has two Heads, one at each Extremity of its Body. 

It is recorded in the E/opian Hiftories, that on a certain Day, as a common 
Snake, of the loweft Order, was gliding along a Part of thefe Defarts, on his 
particular Affairs ; he happen’d to approach a little Hillock of Sand, on the Top 
of which there was a moft beautiful Amphifbena, that feem’d much fatigu’d and 


diftreft ; 
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ditreft ; and was panting for Breath at each of her Mouths. The plebcian 
Serpent, who had never feen any Creature of the fame Kind before, drew 
toward her with much Refpect ; and with a Look that teftify’d a great deal of 
Admiration and Awe, addrefs’d himfelf to her in the following Words : (which 
by the way may ferve to fhew, that Serpents can flatter as well as Men:) ** I beg 
a thoufand Pardons, Madam, for taking this Liberty ; when I have not the 
Honour to be at all known to you: but who cou’d pafs by fo many and fuch 
great Beauties, without paying an A& of Adoration to the illuftrious Pofleffor of 
them ? (Here he bow‘d his Head three Times ; and then proceeded, as follows :) 
The Straitnefs of the Plane-Tree wou'd be but a bad Emblem of your Make; or 
the Rainbow, of the Glow and Variety of Colours that adorn your Skin : yet 
the chief Thing that ftrikes my Admiration, is that extraordinary Beneficence of 
Nature in furnithing you with an Head at each End. What Advantages mutt 
you enjoy over all the reft of the whole World of i Reptiles, in being furnifh’d 

thus with a double Store of Sentes, and in taking in two oppofite Profpects at 
once ? Enabled thus to fee your Prey, which ever way it pafles; and to purfue it al- 
ways in a direct Line, or toavoid your Enemies, (if fo beautiful a Creature can have 
any Enemy,) without the Trouble, or Delay, even of turning yourfelf from them. 
Sure Nature has lavifh’d all its Bleffings upon you ; and defign’d you for the moft 

ty of all fublunary Creatures !” Alas ! reply’'d the Amphifbana, you wou’d 
cou*, much nearer to the Truth, if you was to call me the moft miferable ! As to 
my “ard Colours, they can be but of very little Service toward calming the 
Anxie?’yand Tumults, that reign perpetually in my Mind: there every thing i is 
unhappy, and in the utmoft Dijorder. Tis true, that I can take in two oppolite 
Profpects at once ; but then each confufes the other. I can difcover what wou’d 
hurt me, or what wou'd pleafe me, more readily than you other one-headed 
Animals are capable of ; but then, lam continually diftracted about the Methods 
of purfuing the one, or av oiding the other. ”’Tis now half an Hour ago that I 
fix’d my fore Eyes on that old hollow Date-tree, which is inhabited by a va{t 
Number of little Infects, that are particularly agreeable to my Palate. I was 
haftening toward it with great Eagernefs ; when on a fudden my back Eyes were 
fmitten with that Clump of Trees, which overfhade a Fountain, where I fome- 
times drink and bathe myfelf in thefe Heats. I was immediately pull’d toward 
that ; and have been in a continu’d Struggle, fometimes gaining a tittle Ground 
toward the Water, and fometimes toward the Date-tree, almott ever fince ; till 
at lat I was fo tir’d, that 1 was fore’d to ftop between both; and it was this 
which occafion’d my being in that panting, and _almoft breathlefs Condition, 
that you found me in at your firft Arrival. ‘* If that be often the Cafe with 
you, fays the plebeian Serpent, I moft heartily pity you ; and as heartily thank 
Nature for giving me but one Head; which is fufficient to carry me on {trait 
forward to the Bufinefs I have in hand.” 

There can be no right Government, (either in a State, or Family ;) where 
there are two Heads, of equal Power, and different Inclination. 


[The Piece figa'd Puitoretes, fent us laft Week, frall Joan have a Place in the 


Instructor. ] 
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